
Cool Experiences and Amazing Achievements (Continued) 

3. A really cool experience that I got to have was my first summer assignment –
Summer Ocean Racing. This program allows for 10 cadets to compete on a J44
sailboat in a number of different regattas. This summer our “big regatta” was the
Annapolis to Newport Race. This was another experience that I had always
wanted but never thought I would have the opportunity to have. We started this
race in a tropical storm and went through conditions varying from no wind to too
much wind. My favorite part of the trip was being able to see every star in the
sky at night. I even saw a number of shooting stars. It is an amazing feeling to be
in the middle of the ocean with no one around for miles. After we completed this
race, we also competed in Block Island Race Week. This is a prestigious regatta
held on Block Island. We raced every day, however there were a few days that
we were postponed because of fog. We had a lot of fun racing and on land.
Summer Ocean Racing was an amazing experience and I hope that I can do it
again this summer.

4. The next experience that I thought was amazing was the second phase of my
summer – Eagle. Because Ocean Racing ran late into the summer, the rest of the
ocean racers and I arrived late to Eagle and met her in Bermuda. There we went
to the awesome beaches and relaxed before the long voyage to our next stop.
While on board, I worked hard to complete qualifications, stood watches in the
engine room and up on deck, and did oh-so-many sail stations. During sail
stations, everyone who could would go up on deck and change the sails to help
us go faster. After a week and a half at sea, we arrived in St. Pierre, France – a
tiny island off the Coast of Newfoundland. It was a really pretty island with a lot
of little (but amazing) pastry shops. I did some hiking on the many large hills on
the island. We also celebrated Bastille Day here, which is the French
Independence Day. Unfortunately I was on duty that day, but I did see some
fireworks. Next we had a five-day sail to Halifax, Nova Scotia. This was a pretty
city with a lot to do. We went to the public gardens in the middle of the city, and
they were gorgeous. We also did a lot of shopping there. After our stay in
Halifax, we headed down to Boston and it was here that I got off and headed
home for summer leave. Going on Eagle was amazing experiences I learned a lot,
went to some really cool places, and had a lot of fun.

5. The last thing I am quite proud of is that I became a 3/c. For me, it didn’t really
hit me that I was finally a 3/c until I came back from summer leave and was
greeted by a 4/c. Honestly, when he greeted me, I was a little shocked; I think I
may have forgotten to answer him. Being a 3/c gave me a feeling of
accomplishment; I had completed an entire year at the Academy. Being a 3/c
means you are given more responsibilities like mentoring the 4/c, writing
memos, and helping the division. Academics also get harder, since now you start
taking major-specific classes. Through all this, 3/c year is already a lot better than
4/c year since you don’t have to worry about memorizing things, doing clocks,



taking out the trash, squaring and being nervous about going outside your room 
because you might run into a guidon. What I learned from becoming a 3/c is that 
being at the Academy gets better with time.  

  
These five experiences/accomplishments really amaze me, and I never could have had 
them if I hadn’t come here. If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at 
Kayla.M.Ellis@uscga.edu.  
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